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Water Patch Project – Grades K-2 

 

Where does all the rain and melting snow go? It flows through ditches 

and into drain pipes, and then to streams and rivers all the way to the 

ocean! Learning about the plants and animals that live in the swamps, 

rivers, oceans and lakes on earth helps us understand how just how 

important water is to all living things. 

A Patch Project on water is a fun way to study everything from coral reefs and rain to 

seashores and tide pools! 

 

Water Study 

Follow these steps to complete a Patch Project: 

1) Decide what water-related project you’d like to do (topics could include ponds, marshes 

and swamps, the rainforest, waves and tides, the water cycle, acid rain, Minnesota lakes) 

2) Identify the purpose of your project (“My purpose is to learn more about…”) 

3) Write down the materials you used to learn more about your water topic (“I went to the 

…..” or “I used the internet to research…”) 

4) Gather or take photos or make drawings to provide information about your water topic 

5) Present data about your project using a chart or graph, or list facts or statistics  

6) Summarize your project, show how the topic is relevant to people or the environment, or 

illustrate what viewers should learn from this project 

7) Make a project display and related diorama to present at the Patch Project Days and 

Patch Science Fair 

8) Practice telling an audience about your project and what you learned! 

 

Water Project Ideas 

Here are some ideas to get you thinking about the variety of water projects that can be 

done. However, please make an effort to think of a unique project. You are also encouraged 

to work with your child to identify a project that interests them! 

 Report on the major oceans of the world and important facts about each 
 Show how the Great Lakes are important to Minnesota and the Midwest 

 Report on ponds, how they’re formed, and what types of plants and animals live there 

 Discuss the different types of snowfall and how snow is formed 
 What is a coral reef and why are they important? 

 What are some of the large and important rivers throughout the world? 
 How does clean water get into a house? How does dirty water get out? 
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More water project ideas: 

 

 How are marshes, swamps and bogs the same, and how are they different? 

 What are the types, causes and effects of water pollution, and what can be done about it? 
 Show the water cycle and tell how it is important to all animals and plants on earth 
 How might a rainforest in South America affect the life of a person in Minnesota? 
 Report on the ways that dams are used for flood control, navigation, water supply, 

power generation and even recreation 
 What is hydrology, and what do hydrologists do? 
 What happens when an area receives too much or too little rain? 

 Report on the oceans of the world and interesting facts about them  
 

 

Example Project Plan for a Simple Water Project – The Mighty Mississippi 

1) Research the Mississippi River and report on interesting facts or figures 

2) Show through pictures and charts some information you found through research using: 

a. Internet 

b. Books or magazines or video 

c. Exhibit at Mississippi River Museum at the Science Museum of Minnesota or other 

3) Make a map of the Mississippi from start to finish 

4) List important vocabulary related to rivers in general and the Mississippi 

5) Research and write responses to the following questions: 

a. How do people use the river for work and recreation? 

b. How was the river important to the history of Minnesota? The United States? 

c. Who works to keep the river clean, and why? 

6) Make drawings or use photos to show various parts of the Mississippi 

 

Web Sites for Additional Water Project Ideas and Information 

 http://nsidc.org/cryosphere/snow/science/types.html 

 http://water.usgs.gov/edu/ 

 http://www.ecology.com/water/ 

 http://kids.earth.nasa.gov/water.htm 

 http://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/water 

 http://www.geography4kids.com/files/water_intro.html 

 http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/index.html 

 http://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/marinebiology 

 http://www.ehow.com/info_7957653_science-water-projects.html 

http://www.ehow.com/info_7957653_science-water-projects.html

